CLAIMS AMENDMENTS 


Please amend the claims as follows: 
CLAIMS 

1. (Cvirrentlv Amended) A surge protector device of the spark gap lightning arrester kind, the 
device comprising: 

'a.-a first spark gap (El) ; 

•-b.a first pre-trigger system (2)-electrically connected to the first spark gap (Bi)-in such a 
maimer as to enable an arc to be struck therein; and 

'C.-ft control device ^4)-electrically connected to the first pre-trigger system (3)-in such a 
manner as to activate it; 

the protector dcAdce b e ing ohoraot e riz e d in that it i ncludes at least one second spark gap 
wherein I ^Vconnected in parallel with the first spark gap (El) , and electrically connected to a 
second pre-trigger system (Connected in parallel with the first pre-trigger system-(3), in such a 
manner that the control device-(4) activates the first and second pre-trigger system s (2, 3) 
simultaneously so as to trigger the first and second spark gap s (El, E2) simultaneously. 

2. (Currently Amended') AThe device according to of claim 1, ohoraot e riz e d in tha t wherein each 
pre-trigger system-(3r3) is formed by a trigger electrode-(Sr^. 

3. (Currentlv Amended) AThe device according to of claim 1, ohoraot e riz e d in tha t wherein each 
pre-trigger syste m (2, 3) is formed by a system comprising a trigger electrode-(§5-6) together with 
a secondary circui t (SI, SI') of a transformer-^35Q^. 

4. (Currentlv Amended) AThe device aooording teof claim 1, ohoraot e riz e d in tha t wherein each 
pre-trigger system-(3j-3) is an electronic system comprising of a trigger electrode-(§r^ together 
with a transforme r (TXl, TX2) . 

5. (Currentlv Amended) AThe device aooording to of claim 2, 3, or 4, ohoraot e riz e d in 
fet twherein each trigger electrode-(Sr-^ is electrically connected to the secondary circuit-^Slj 
SI', S2) of an associated transforme r (TXl, TX2) . 

6. (Currentlv Amended) AThe device oooording to of claim ^ or olaim 5 , ohoraot e riz e d in 
tifeoi twherein the primary circuit s (PI, P2) of the transformer s (TXl, TX2) corresponding 
respectively to the first and second pre-trigger systems-Pr3) are connected in parallel. 
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7. (Currently Amended) AThe device aooording to ony on e of claims 1 to 6 , ohomot e riz e d in that 
wherein t he primary circuit s (PI, P2) of the transformer s (TXl, TX2) are electrically connected 
to the ou^ut (s) of the control device-(4). 

8. (Currently Amended) AThe device aooording to any on e of claims 34e-?; oharoot e rizod in that 
wherein t he primary cux;ui t (PI, P2) of each transforme r (TXl, TX2) is electrically connected to 
a capacito r (CI, C2) that is charged under the control of the control deyice-(4). 

9. (Currently Amended) AThe device aooording to of claim 8, ohamot e riz e d in tha t wherein the 
device it inolud e o f urther comprising a third spark gap-^3) connected in parallel with the 
capacito r (CI, C2) in Buoh a mann e r such t hat when the voltage across the terminals of the 
capacito r (CI, C2) reaches the trigger threshold value for said third spark gap-^3), it short 
oirouits t he capacito r (CI. C2 ) is short-circuited, which then discharges through the primary 
circuit-(PM^ of the transforme r (TXl, TX2) . 

10. (Currently Amended) AThe device aooording to of claim 9, ohoraot e riz e d in tha t further 
comprising iy»s-fu:st and second capacitor s (CI, C2) connected in parallel with the third spark 
gap-^3), and each electrically connected to the primary circui t (PI, P2) of an associated 
transforme r (TXl. TX2) . 


1 1 . (Currently Amended) AThe device aooording to any on e of claims 1 to 10 , ohoroot e riz ed-ia 
fea twherein the control device-(4) is sensitive to voltage. 

12. (Cuirentlv Amended) AThe device aooordinp to of claim 11, oharaot e riz e d in tha tw herein the 
control device is mad e up of comprises fuses-ffl. varistors-(8), and spark gaps-(9). 

13. (New) The device of claim 3, wherein each trigger electrode is electrically cormected to the 
secondary circuit of an associated transformer. 

14. (New) The device of claim 4, wherein each trigger electrode is electrically connected to the 
secondary circuit of an associated transformer. 

15. (New) The device of claim 5, wherein the primary circuits of the transformers corresponding 
respectively to the first and second pre-trigger systems are coimected in parallel. 
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